


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Secrets of Greece 
 

Are you: 
Someone who appreciates special places, where the crowd usually 

does not come? Someone who considers his most beautiful holiday 
memories are the lovely encounters with the locals? Someone who 

wishes to stay in a beautiful, traditional or characteristic place where 
one is welcomed as a guest and not as a number? Someone who 

agrees that people and nature on the destination should benefit from 
tourism? 

 
Then Secrets of Greece is the right touroperator for you: The 

traveler who enjoys real, authentic Greece in all its beauty. 
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Who we are and what we stand for 
 

Secrets of Greece is a tour operator specialized in tailor made holidays 
for authentic Greece. 

We like to distinguish ourselves by offering quality, expertise and personal 
attention. 

Through our years of experience and unique 
knowledge  

of the country and of the Greek language we 
have the abil ity to show you, apart from the 

well known sites, the other, authentic sides of 
this beautiful country. 

We try to leave the beaten tracks so you can 
experience real Greece. 

 
In this brochure you will find 

a number of different 
possibil ities and  

suggestions, but if you tell 
us your wishes, we can 
also compose your 

personal, tailor made 
holiday. 

About us 
 

Carla Benningshof  liv es f or ov er 25 years 
in Greece and has been working in 
tourism as a guide, sustainability  controller 

of  hotels and as a v olunteer during 
emergencies f or the ANWB/department  
trav el in surance. Through many  y ears of 

experience and expertise, she can inf orm 
y ou in detail and prov ide the necessary  
guidance on the spot. 

 
       Anneke Kamerling, has liv ed for years

          in Greece and has worked as a 
            destination-dev eloper. She knows
              the ins and outs of  the v arious

               destinations like no other. Each
                y ear she returns to Greece as a 
                trav el guide f or special groups

               and theme holiday s and to write 
              and update her trav el guides for 
             the "het-boekje" series. 

 
         Together we want to share our  
      passion with y ou and we of f er you our 

expertise to make sure y ou will hav e an 
unf orgettable holiday  in authentic Greece.
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sustainability 
 
The beauty and authenticity of a country are things that make a 

vacation memorable. We consider it important that our travelers act 
with care for nature and locals and respect the local culture. Our aim is 

to take car of nature and people on the destination. Sustainable tourism 
not only ensures that the negative aspects of tourism are limited as 
much as possible, but it also means profit for the locals. 

 

What you can do 

yourself 
 
1. Respect the locals 

You are a guest in Greece. A country with 
a dif f erent culture and dif f erent customs. 
Respect this and learn a f ew words of  

Greek, the Greeks appreciate this v ery  
much. Note the dress code during y our 

v isit to churches and monasteries: no bare 
shoulders nor short skirts or shorts. If you 
want to photograph people, ask their 

permission. Not ev ery one likes itto be 
photographed, but some lov e it! 
 

2. Please sav e water and energy  
When y ou leav e y our accommodation, 
please shut of f  the air conditioning and 

lights. Please be caref ul with water! 
During the long dry  summers, water 
shortages may  occur. 

 
3. Do not litter 
Alway s take y our litter. Use a ref illable 

water bottle instead of  buy ing plastic 
bottles ev ery  time. On all destinations 
f resh springs can be f ound, where you can 

f ill y our water bottle. 
 
4. Buy  local products 

By  eating in local restaurants and buy  
local or, at least Greek products y ou 

stimulate not only  the local economy  but 
y ou also protect the env ironment (no 
transportation). In almost ev ery  Greek 

supermarket y ou can f ind indications f or 
Greek products. 
 

5. Animals 
In recent y ears much has been improved 
f or the Greek stray  dogs and cats. There 

are sev eral animal shelters, which we 
support. These centers do what they  can, 
but are of ten ov ercrowded. They  are 

alway s looking f or good homes f or the 
animals which are of ten f ound abroad. 
You can register as a f light attendant f or 

transporting dogs/cats to y our home 
country . Please register at least one week 
bef ore departure of  y our return f light, at 

the animal shelter. Of  course y ou can also 
adopt a dog or cat and take this pet home

 

Sustainable tourism 
 

Tourism in harmony with 

nature, the environment 

and the local population 

at the destination. 

Secrets of Greece allows you to 

compensate the harmful 

emissions of your flight. For our 

trips CO2 compensation is 

standard included in the fare. 

The amount is invested in 

renewable energy projects. 
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Hospitality 
 
The Greeks are known as warm and hospitable people.FILOXENIA is Greek for hospitality. This includes the word 

"FILOS" = friend and the word "XENOS" = stranger. This says it all: in Greece, every foreigner is considered as a 
possible friend. 

 
In mythology, the god Zeus could disguise 

himself in many ways and so visit your 
house as a total stranger. So every visitor 

can be a special guest. Therefore, for real 
Greeks, any guest, even unexpected, is 

always welcome. 
 

We from Secrets of Greece would l ike to 
show you the same hospitality. You are 

welcome to check our site and contact us for 
all your questions and wishes. Just click on 

"contact" and we will be happy to help you 
on your way to the secrets of this beautiful 

country. 
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Authenticity 
 
We know special places and we offer small-scale tourism with authenticity, sustainabil ity and comfort. We consider the 

Secrets of Greece as the very things the real Greece lover is looking for. 
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 Action and adventure 
 

Enjoy exciting adventures under the Greek sun. 

A walking holiday is one of the best ways to get to know 
a country, the landscape and its inhabitants. It offers you 

the opportunity to become one with nature and to view 
the country in peace from a different perspective. This is 

traveling at its best. Feel, smell, taste and experience the 
Greek life from nearby.  

Or maybe you prefer to take part in an adventurous safari 
tour. Through the countryside with overnights in small 

authentic mountain vil lages?  
And what about diving, mountain biking or canoeing?  

For the real daredevils there is the possibil ity of skydiving or bungy 
jumping in a beautiful gorge. 

 
We are happy to inform you about the possibil ities. 
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9-day hiking holiday on Crete 
 
Day 1 

Our tour starts at our hotel in late afternoon in the historical city of Iraklion, located in central Crete. After a short tour 
briefing, the group will walk to a traditional tavern for dinner and our first experience with Greek cuisine. 

 
Day 2 

We wake up early in the morning for our bus which will take us up to the Nida plateau, 4600 ft high on Mountain Ida, 
the highest mountain and a symbol of Crete. We will start walking from Nida Plateau to the south through one of the 

last wooded areas on Mt Ida. Our final destination is the Rouvas gorge and the Zaros Lake. It is a 6-7 hour pleasant 
walk and we will have to carry a l ight lunch with us. 

 
Day 3 

We will take a guided tour to the Minoan Palace of Knossos and the archaeological Museum of Iraklion. Here we will 
admire the finest samples of the first high-level civil ization in Europe. A reason why Crete is known as "the cradle of 

European civil ization". Our archaeological guide will explain every detail about this sophisticated and nature-loving 
civil ization and its long history. As soon as this archaeological tour is over we will leave for the Myloi (watermills) Gorge 

where the abandoned vil lage of Myloi is located. Here we walk for approximately 2.5 hours. Lunch will be along the 
way. After the walk we will continue by bus to Omalos Plateau located high in the White Mountains of western Crete. 

 
Day 4 (No luggage)  

Early in the morning we enter the spectacular Samaria Gorge. The Samaria gorge is the longest gorge in Europe (16 
Km, about 10 miles). We will descend from 4000 feet down to sea level on a paved path. Toilets, water and rest points 

are approximately every hour. Good shoes and strong legs are required. We will arrive at the base of the Gorge, in the 
vil lage of Agia Roumeli, after approximately 6-7 hours where we will have lunch. Agia Roumeli (ancient Tara) is on the 

Libyan sea, on the southern coast of Coast of Crete. We will be in this vil lage, that can only be reached by foot or boat 
for one night with dinner at a local tavern. Far in the horizon the island of Gavdos is visible. It is believed that Gavdos, 

the southernmost point in Europe, was the island of Calypso described by Homer in the Odyssey. 
 

Day 5  
We leave Agia Roumeli and walk along a coastal path for approximately 6 hours to the village of Loutro. This is another 
vil lage that can only be reached by foot or boat. The coastal walk takes us past the Byzantine church of Saint Paul. It is 

believed that Saint Paul disembarked on this coast on one of his trips. This area provides a very long pebble beach 
with a pine tree forest above it. Lunch will be along the hike. Our luggage will have arrived by ferry at our hotel in 

Loutro. 
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Crete 

 

Crete is the largest island of  Greece 
and the 5th largest in the 
Mediterranean. Most Cretans liv e on 

the north coast, where f amous 
tourist resorts like Malia and 
Hersonissos are located. Most of the 

trav elers who come each summer to 
spend their v acation, go to these 
places, while there is so much more 

.... 
The adv antage of  Crete is that y ou 

can f ind what y ou need as a tourist 
the "comf orts" like a cappuccino, the 
newspaper, wi-f i connection, etc. 

But, if  y ou want to know Crete, f ar 
f rom the tourist industry  y ou really  
just hav e to go a f ew kilometers 

inland and there y ou will f ind v ery  
quickly  what we mean by  "Secrets of 
Crete". Div erse landscape, 

untouched nature, v illages where 
time seems to hav e stood still, 
archaeological excav ations, which 

will take y ou back to the beginning of 
our civ ilization and the south coast, 
where y ou will f ind just sun, sea, 

beautif ul beaches and tranquility . 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Day 6 

Today you have an option of a free day enjoying the crystal-clear sea and the serenity of Loutro, or hiking with your 
guide in the area. 

 
Day 7 

We leave Loutro and take the ferry to Hora Sfakion, the nearby main town of the historical Sfakia area. We will meet 
our bus and  take the winding road up to the Askyfou plateau. It is here we can enjoy panoramic views of the Libyan 

Sea.  We continue for approximately one-hour driving north to the town of Hania. During the trip between Askyfou and 
Hania we will leave the bus for a short walk in the pretty Apokoronas area. Early in the afternoon we will arrive at our 

hotel in Hania. After unpacking and refreshing, we will meet for our first walk in the streets of the most scenic town in 
Crete. The 4000 year history is evident everywhere we turn. The nations that invaded Crete, including the Romans, 

Arabs, Byzantines, Turks and Venetians, have left their influence on the architecture of the city. The Byzantine walls 
sti l l  exist, as well as the more impressive Venetian Walls and the Venetian harbour, one of the most scenic harbours in 

the southern Mediterranean. 
 

Day 8 
We will have an early departure to Kissamos area, an area unspoiled by tourism. From Kalyviani vil lage we will start 

our 2.5-hour scenic coastal walk to the spectacular Balos lagoon. There we will take a swim in the crystal clear water or 
enjoy an ice-cold frappe. Later we will take the boat to Kissamos town where our bus will meet us to take us back to 

Hania. (NOTE: if the weather does not allow the boat trip, then we will walk back to Kalyviani vil lage). 
 

Dag 9 
Today we will pack our luggage before heading to the Hania market to shop for souvenirs. (Note: this is depending on 

the fl ight time). 
At noon we will take our bus to the Hania airport for departure. 
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8-day hiking holiday on Andros 
 

Day 1 
Transfer from Athens airport to the port of Rafina 

Ferry to Andros (approx. 2 hours ) 
Transfer to your accommodation in Nimborio close to the capital Chora. 

 
Day 2 

Route: Chora - Vrachnou - Panachrantou monastery - Messaria 
Distance: 9.5 km 

Duration: 3 to 4 hours 
Altitude difference: ca. 400 m 

We walk through a special area with enormous biodiversity, including the for Greece unique oak forests. We can visit 
here the beautiful monastery of Panachranto. The route then leads on to Messaria, the political centre of the island at 

the time of the Ottoman Empire. 
 

Day 3 
Route: Chora - Syneti - Dipotamata - Pano Kastro - Kochylou - Korthi Bay 

Distance: 12.5 km 
Duration: 3.5 to 4.5 hours 

Altitude difference: 400 m 
We walk in a varied landscape. The mills in the valley of Dipotamata, a 

beautiful arched bridge over the river and the old fortress on the hil l with 
stunning views over the bay of Korthi are some of the sights that we pass 

on the road. 
 

Day 4 
A day of rest. Enjoy the beach or visit the lively capital Chora. 

 
Day 5 

Route: Strapourgies - Ano Pitrofos - Paleopolis - Ano Aprovatou 
Distance: 11.5 km 

Duration: 4 to 4.5 uur 
Altitude difference: 150 m 
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Don’t forget! 

 

Good shoes 

water 

hat 
sun cream 

 



Andros 
 

Andros, with an area of  374 km², is the 
second largest island of  the Cy clades and 
due to many  sources, streams and ev en 

waterf alls it has a lush v egetation. It is a 
wonderf ul hiking island. Beach lov ers can 
also indulge themselv es, because the 

rugged coastline of f ers beautif ul beaches, 
sometimes in hidden bay s, where y ou 
hav e the place to y ourself . The history of 

Andros goes back to prehistoric times. In 
sev eral places remains f rom ancient times 

hav e been excav ated and some beautif ul 
churches and monasteries f rom the 
By zantine period are well preserv ed. 

Andros has no airport and theref ore it is 
not ov errun by  tourists. In f act it is easily 
accessible. It has a regular f erry  

connection to and f rom Raf ina on the 
mainland, not f ar f rom the airport of  
Athens. In short, the island of f ers 

something f or ev ery one, and except for the 
month of  August y ou will f ind peace and 
quiet. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This so-called 'Ample Route' runs through the Petalo mountains which 
used to be the connection between East and West as well as North and 

South Andros. Today this route gives a good picture of the diversity of 
nature and culture on the island. 

 
Day 6 

Route: Pythara waterfalls - Apoikia - Apatouria - Stenies - Gialia beach 
and wetland 

Duration: 2.5 to 3 hours 
Distance: about 5.5 km 

Altitude difference: ca. 400 m 
We walk mostly downhill through lush vegetation, through and along the 

Pythara ravine. On the way we enjoy beautiful views, small settlements 
and ancient monuments. 

 
Day 7 

Day off. 
 

Day 8 
Transfer to the port of Gavrio 

Ferry to Rafina 
Transfer to the airport of Athens 
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 Price list 
 Active holidays    Crete 9-day hiking holiday € 795.- p.p. Andros 8-day hiking holiday € 795.- p.p.             
 Extension    Crete Stay only, B/B € 280.- p.p.p.w. Andros Stay only, B/B € 280.- p.p.p.w.         

 Separate hiking program    Crete  € 250.- p.p. Andros  € 250.- p.p.         
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Request form 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

No. Holiday or component(s) Date Remarks 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

www.secretsofgreece.net 

 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Postal code 
 

Place 
 

Telephone 
 

By this form you can plan your 

trip and ask us for a free quote. 

 

E-mail 
 

PARTICIPANTS 

No. Mr/Mrs Name as in passport Date of birth 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    
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Terms and conditions 
 

Booking request 
When you send us a booking request, by 
phone, e-mail, mail or via the Secrets of 
Greece website, you will receive a quote by 

post or by e-mail. Please be aware that a 
booking request or a quote is not a booking 
agreement. 

 

Booking agreement 

All agreements are definitive once we have 
received your confirmation of acceptance of 
the quote and all necessary details for the 
contract in writing (fax, e-mail, mail). 

 

Booking confirmation/Invoice 
All agreements shall be confirmed in writing 
(by mail or e-mail) by Secrets of Greece. 
The booking confirmation is also the invoice. 

Errors should be reported within 10 days of 
receipt. Costs arising from errors found later 
will be on behalf of the customer, we will 
charge € 25.00 change fee. (Name) 
changes are not always possible 

(depending on the carrier). In that case, the 
change will be handled as a cancellation 
and a new booking. 

 

Travel documents 

After receiving the payment we will send 
you the travel documents, approximately 
two weeks before departure. 

 

Prices 
The prices mentioned in our brochure and 
on our website are in Euros per person. Our 
calculation examples are based on a 

minimum occupancy of two people in a 
standard hotel room or studio in an 
apartment complex. 

 

(Air)port taxes and (fuel) surcharges 

We reserve the right to pass unforeseen 
increases in taxes and/or (environmental) 
charges on to the customer. 

Payment 
• The invoice, which is also your booking 

confirmation, shows the down payment 
and the remaining amount. 

• Immediately upon receipt of the invoice 

the down payment must be paid. This is 
20% of the total price plus the premium 
for the cancellation insurance and travel 
insurance, if you have contracted those 

through Secrets of Greece. 
• Six weeks before departure the total 

amount must be paid to Secrets of 
Greece. The date that the total amount 
must be in our possession is stated on 
the invoice. 

• If the trip is booked less than six weeks 

before departure, the entire amount must 
be paid immediately. 

• The payment for last-minutes  has other 
conditions which may vary per booking. 
We will review the terms of payment with 

you at the time of booking. For delivery of 
tickets at Schiphol Airport (or if still 
possible for sending them to you by 
express mail) we charge € 22.50. 

• In case of late payment the contract can 

be immediately terminated by Secrets of 
Greece according the applicable 

cancellation policy. In that case, the 
cancellation fee must be paid by the 
customer. 

 

Alterations by the customer 

• Up to 28 days prior to departure, 
alterations to the reservation, at the 

request of the main contractor, can be 
made, as far as possible. A change fee of 
€ 25.00 will be levied together with any 
communications costs incurred plus extra 
costs of the fare. 

• A (name) change is not always possible 
(depending on the carrier). Secrets of 

Greece, however, will do its utmost to 
achieve this anyway. If a change is not 
possible, the change will be handled as a 
cancellation and a new booking. 

• Changes within 28 days will be handled 

as a cancellation and a new booking. 

Cancellation by the customer 
If the customer cancels the trip, the 
following provisions shall apply: 
• Cancellation up to 6 weeks before the 

day of departure, the deposit will be 
charged. 

• Cancellation from 6 weeks to 4 weeks 
prior to departure, 35% of the fare will be 
charged. 

• Cancellation from 4 weeks to 3 weeks 
prior to departure, 40% of the fare will be 

charged. 
• Cancellation from 3 weeks to 2 weeks 

prior to departure, 50% of the fare will be 
charged. 

• Cancellation from 2 weeks to one week 

before the day of departure, 75% of the 
fare will be charged. 

• Cancellation within a week prior to the 

day of departure, 100% of the fare will be 
charged. 

 

Alteration or cancellation by Secrets 

of Greece 
• Secrets of Greece can only change or 

terminate the contract in the event of 
compelling circumstances. Compelling 
circumstances are circumstances which 
are such that further alignment of Secrets 

of Greece to the travel contract can not 
reasonably be expected. 

• Secrets of Greece will inform the 

customer about the cancellation or 
alteration and the reasons why, within 2 
working days. 

• In case of alteration by Secrets of 

Greece, the customer has the right to 
cancel the trip free of charge, within one 

week of receipt of the above mentioned 
notice . 

• Secrets of Greece will always attempt to 

offer the customer an alternative journey 
that is equivalent in terms of siting, class 
and amenities. 
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Price changes 
Secrets of Greece reserves the right to 

change the fare when justified, for example  
due to increasing transport costs, charges 
and exchange rates. These increases are 
net passed on to the customer, that is 
without surtax. 

 

VAT reservations 
If, during the validation of this program the 
Dutch or foreign tax rules will change, where 

appropriate, the fares are adjusted 
accordingly and when increased, passed on 
to the customer. 

 

Liability of Secrets of Greece 
• Secrets of Greece can not be held liable 

in situations resulting from: a) natural 
disasters, acts of war, terrorism and 
political unrest; b) the trip to the holiday 
destination and back, transport to the 
accommodation and back; c) damage to 

events carried out by third parties such as 
excursions and activity programs. 

• Secrets of Greece is not responsible for 

the damage referred to in the first 
paragraph provided that it is not due to its 
debt under Dutch law and in accordance 
with the accepted practice in the 

Netherlands. 
• Liability for damages, which are covered 

by travel and cancellation insurances, is 

excluded. 
 

Obligations and liabilities of the 
customer 

• Damage suffered by the customer 

because he/she is not present in time for 
departure, and/or because he/she does 
not possess the necessary travel 
documents is for his/her account. 
Customers must ensure the right 

departure times and follow the necessary 
formalities, such as reconfirming the 
(camping) flight. 

The customer must be in possession of a 
valid identity document. If applicable, he/she 

must also be in possession of a valid visa. If 
you are unsure whether you need a visa, 
always contact the embassy or consulate. 
Secrets of Greece can not be held liable in 
any way by any damage that might occur 

because of this. 

(Camping Flight) (return) flight 
conditions 
• The set departure times of charter flights 

are indicative and not binding Secrets of 
Greece. Charter companies have the right 
to change departure times up to 24 hours 
prior departure. 

• You may bring limited luggage on both 

charter and scheduled flights. Per person 
one piece of hand luggage is allowed. 
Please inquire for conditions and rates at 

the airline. If the authorized or reserved 
weight is exceeded, you may have to pay 
for the excessive luggage. 

• Since November '06, the rules for 

carrying liquids in your hand luggage 
have been altered. Please inquire for 
more information at the airline. 

• Babies up to 1 year old are not entitled to 
their own seat on both charter and 

scheduled flights. 
• We recommend that you consult the 

export and import regulations of your 

destination for importation and 
exportation of goods. 

 

Delays 
Delays may occur, for example by strikes, 
weather conditions or airspace congestion. 
Understandably this is annoying, but it can 
be in the interest of your own safety. The 
cancellation insurance covers for delays 

under certain conditions. Secrets of Greece 
is not liable for delays. 

 

Travel itineraries 
All travel itineraries are described in the 
applicable local times and issued subject to 
change by the carriers. Schedules can be 
changed at any time by the carriers. If a 
change occurs after receiving the travel 

documents, you will be informed by 
telephone by one of our employees. Secrets 
of Greece can not be held liable in any way 
for any costs arising out of a schedule 
change. 

Preference/essence 
We will try to meet your special wishes, 

preferences, as much as possible. You 
should report these to us when booking. 
Whether this is successful, is largely 
dependent on the ultimate service provider. 
A guarantee can not be given. If your desire 

is so important that, if this is not met the 
travel contract can not be closed, then it is 
an essence. 

 

Problems and Complaints 
• Unexpected problems and/or complaints 

and defects should be reported 
immediately to a representative of 
Secrets of Greece on the spot to give 
Secrets of Greece the opportunity to 
remedy it. 

• Secrets of Greece should be given a 
reasonable time to try to remedy the 
deficiencies. 

• If your complaint is not resolved to your 
satisfaction you should always report it in 

writing (by mail or e-mail) to (a 
representative of) Secrets of Greece. If 
you make no written record, it can never 
lead to refunding afterwards. 

 

Insurance 
We encourage everyone to insure 
themselves properly. The cancellation 
insurance only insures the booking sum, 

both before and during the trip. Other 
possible costs, such as medical expenses 
or costs of unexpected return to your home 
country, could rise sharply. A good travel 
insurance may cover these costs. Please 

ask when booking. 

 

General reservation 
Eventually errors in brochures, on the 

website, in advertisements or 
correspondence do not bind Secrets of 
Greece. Price changes are also reserved. 
Secrets of Greece is not liable when 
information in the brochures or on the 

website turns out to be no longer accurate, 
as a result of changes outside its 
jurisdiction.  

 

Privacy 
All personal information such as e-mail, 
addresses and telephone numbers will be 
strictly confidential and will only be handled 
by Secrets of Greece. If you no longer want 

to receive commercial communications by 
post, telephone or e-mail, your personal 
data will be removed from our data file 
immediately after notification. 
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